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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Diſcourſe Was in- 
#1 | tended not only as an Excite- 
ment to the publick Worſhip 
of Gop in general; but as a ſhort Di- 
rectory in our joining with that Way, 
and thoſe ſeveral Parts of Worſhip, 
now in uſe among the moderate Diſ- 
VVV 
Thoſe who have learn d, of late, to 
ſpeak againſt the Worſhip of the whole 
Body of the Diſſenters, as confuſed and 
diſorderly, may, from hence, if they | 
pleaſe, obſerve their Conformity to the 
Worſhip of the Primitive Chriſtians, ſo 
that, unleſs we are groſſly miſrepreſent- | 
ed, Men cannot be induced to deſpiſe 
our Aſſemblies, and the Order of our 
Worſhip, but they muſt at the ſame 
time caſt Contempt on the free and 
unadorned Worthip of the firſt and beſt 
Churches of CHRIS. 
„%%  - Whatever 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Whatever ſome Men of more Heat 
than Light, or others of more Learn- 
ing than Religion, may ſay of Us, and 
our Aſſemblies; I truſt, we fall be found 
at laſt of that general Aſſembly and Church 
of the Firſt- horn, which are written in 
Heaven: And tho we are excluded thoſe 
ſtately Buildings for Divine Worſhip 
which others enjoy here on Earth; yet 
uwe are not without hope that when we 
ſhall appear before G0 p, the Judge of 
all, we may have Manſions appointed 
us with the Spirits of juſt Men made 
ayes. 5 
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Not forfaking the aſſombling of your ſelves 
together, as the manner of ſome is.— 


NE great Deſign of this Epiſtle, is 
do recommend the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, by comparing it with, and ſhew- 
ing how far it tranſcends, the Jew- 
iſo. An Attempt, in which the Au- 
thor is ſo ſucceſsful, that whilſt he 
makes the Old Teftament Revelation of the Mind 
and Will of Gop the maſt «wii and . 
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6  Seaſonable Advice not to forſake the | 
that ever was in the World, before our Saviour; 


he yet makes the New Teftament Diſpenſation eve- 


ry way out-ſhine and exceed it. The one was 


given by Angels and Servants; the other by the 


Sox of Gop himſelf; who, in his divine Nature, 
is prov'd to be far above the . 8 ſince they 
are all ſaid to worſhip Him : And in his human 
Nature he is deſcribed, as far exalted above his 
Fellows; becoming a greater Prophet than Mo- 
ſes, a- greater Prieſt than Aaron, and a greater King 
than»Melchizedeck. So that from hence, the Few- 
;/þ Religion appears to have been inſtituted on] 
to ſubſerve the Chriſtian: All its Sacrifices and In- 
ſtitutions being ſo contrived, as to prefigure and 
Ree Men for a more ſpiritual and heavenly State 
of hings. V £4 . 
No wonder therefore the Apoſtle argues ſo warm- 
T againſt Apoſtatizing to Fudaiſm ; and calls upon 
1 wit had embraced Chriſtianity to adhereto 


their Profeſſion, whatever Temptations or Sut- 


ferings might lie before them. Let any Man read 
the former part of this Epiſtle, with that Seriouſ- 
neſs and Attention, ſo great and well contrived a 
Performance requires, and he muſt ſtand convinc- 
ed that never was a ſurer, or better Foundation 
laid, than is there, for ſuch Admonitions as theſe: 
Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without 
Wavering. Let us confider one another to provoke un- 

10 Love, and to good Worts; not forſaking the af- 
ſembling of our ſelves together. 

Now if the Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip was 
not to be deſerted on pretence of returning to the 
Jews; much leſs ſhould any draw back to Athe- 
iſm, and Immorality. It will alſo follow from 
hence, that to forfake a more ſpiritual Service, to 
fall in with a leſs perfect and ceremonious one, is 
a very great Evil. TheRuzity of the Goſpel- 


Inſtitutions, 


Publick Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip. 7 
Inſtitutions, every Chriſtian is, now, as much as 
ever, obliged to afſert. And if Ceremonies of 

. Gop's Appointment (as the Jewiſh were) mult be 
renounced, one would think it ſhould not be once 
called in queſtion, whether the 'Inventions and 
Impoſitions of Men may be renounced or not; 
except the Authority of a Magiſtrate was proved 
equal to that of a Perſon certainly inſpired and 
ſent by Gop. Or that CHRIS had committed a. 
Power to the ordinary and uninſpired Governors 
of his Church, to make Canons, that ſhould be 
as neceſſary and binding, as his own Laws, or 
thoſe of his Apoſtles. | 

But as it might not be proper, ſo I perſuade 2 
_ {elf it is not needful I ſhould purſue this Ars "= 
ment at preſent : I ſhall rather chooſe tos ES EN 
a little on che OY enen Heads. | 


I. Shew * kind of Aſſemblies theſe were, | | 
concerning which our Text ſpeaks. = 
II. Conſider what Obligations Obriſtians were | 
| under to keep up ſuch Aſſemblies. | 
HI. Enquire on what Accounts fome are fad 
to forlake theſe Aſſemblies. 

IV. Apply theſe a to our FR: Circuras 
ſtances. 9 8 22 
1 I would briefly eg the Natiire 45 7506 
Aſſemblies, concerning which, the Apoſtle is here 

ſpeaking. And without doubt they were, 
(I.) Religious Aſſemblies.” Not called together 
with any political Views, to injure or alter the 
Kingdoms of this World; much leſs to ſerve any 
of thoſe mean and baſe Purpoſes, which thoſe, 
who were ignorant of them, and Enemies to them, 
maliciouſly ſuggeſted. But to worſhip their Go 
to commemorate their Redeemer, to obtain and 
A 4 3 excrcile 


3 — f 
. N 

a 4 £ 
— 1 

wy — —— * — es — 3 — 
0 - 5 

— — IJ TT — — ——_ — 
© 2 1 = 


— — 
— 


* 


—— —ͤ—U—ää . —öé renee 
as > N . oe = 


_— 


A 
- 
— 
N - 
' 
* i 
* E A 
* [1 
2 a i 
wt _ 
. . 1 1 5 , 2 FR | 
— — : a = # . 
, 5 2 o 
——— . ²˙ Q ³D!½T 3 ̃ ff e W bo $5.6 ＋ 
— — — - —— — 10 n 2 = 4 
i - 0-0 wow Pe . © : Q 
22 — 1 2 *. -> b 


EH DOD. 
— * — — n 


A 
_— — wo 


. 
— — — — oonys ce 


, 1 


n ..” 
" — —7 * 485 - — * 
ered R— —— —üñ—4Eä. U ern — — — 
4 * 4 
- = — — 2 8 

R ya a0 tea 2a. Peg . 

— He RR »: * — * 

2 


— poli td pe et meter ISO. * 
— . \ . 


8 Seafonabls Advice not 10 farſaks the | 


exerciſe the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, 


and by the moſt ſolemn Vows and Exhortations 


8&0 rk. 

j were private, of their own arbitrary Appoint- 
| Marr; = ſuch as were publick, ſettled by Divine 

Authority. Their private Meetings were moſt 
frequent, according to antient Writers, on Wed. 
neſdays and Fridays The one being the Day on 
which Chriſt was betrayed; the other the Day 
on which he was crucified. But we are more 
generally told, that on an) Day, when their com- 


mon Labour and Buſineſs was over, they would 


ſpend the Evening in ry, Har Exerciſes. And 
6 


a the 
Ads li. 46. 


TLTLTeoemple, and breaking Bread from 
FA) a to Houſe z as alſo of exhorting one another 

daily. However this was, their.more publick and 
ſtated Aſſemblies were gathered together but once 
2 Week. Theſe, a Divine Appointment had made 

it an indiſpenſable pony join with, in the ſe- 
veral Parts of religious Worſhip. And ſuch Con- 
ſcience did the firſt Chriſtians y make of 
appearing in theſe Aſſemblies, that nothi 


Sickneſs, or abſolute Neceſſity, could make them 
abſent themſelves. . 


Mr. Baxter, in his Paraphraſe, has made the 


Words I am upon, take in both. For thus he 

Explains them. “ Not forſaking the -mpre full 
© Church- Aſſemblies, or any Chriſtian Opnverſe 
and Communion, by which you may excite 
and edify one another. ” Thoſe of us who are 
3s to fmeet on other Days, as well as Lord's- 
Jays, will be very well pleas'd, I doubt not, to 
extend the Import of this Admonition ſo far 


#. ; 


to engage themlclves, and one another, to every 
Of theſe Aſſemblies there were two ſorts, ſuch 


2 peaks of ſuch as con- 
Heb. ii, 11. Linued daily, with one accord in the 


ng but 


__ 


. 


Pabliet Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip. 9 
and to apply the exhorting one another, here ſpoken 
of, to ſuch private Occaſions. But we muſt take 
care at the ſame time, chiefly to fix our Thoughts 
on what is principally here intended *, the more 
publict aſſembling ourſelves with the Multiude of 
_ that keep Holy Day. Taking this alſo along 
with us, 5 
(.) That they were orderly Aſſembliss, which 
the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, as well as religi- 
ous. Not called together by ſuch as were full of 
Pride and Self-: conceit; or, in the Phraſe of the 
Author juſt mention'd, ſuch as had got a ralta- 
tive Diſeaſe But they were Aſſemblies under the 
Direction of Perſons duly commiſſion'd, and or- 
dain' d publickly to exhort and teach Men. 

The ſeveral parts of Worſhip, in which they 
ſtatedly engaged, are expreſly recorded in the 
Scripture; and from theſe we may infer their 
Order. Of theſe we have a Summary in Acts it. 
42. They continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doc- 
trine, and in Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, 
and in Prayer. And St. Paul afterwards writing 
to the Church of Corinth, mention © 
allo their _— a2 P /alin * and x Cor. xiv.” 20. 
Interpretations of the Word of 
Gop. And tho' at the ſame time there were 
ſome endowed: with extraordinary Gifts, yet he 
requires that the Exerciſe of theſe ſhould not 
break in upon the @rder of their Worſhip, or 
confuſedly uterſete vwrith one another; but ſtrict- 
ly enjoins thur all things br done decently, and in 
gran. noni) ene e eee K | 
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10 - Seaſonable Advice not to forſake the 


In the Ages immediately ſucceeding that of the 
Apoſtles, We have very particular Accounts of 


their reading the Scriptures, Preaching, Praying, 


Singing, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments in 


their publick Aſſemblies. If we would know 


what Scriptures were read, one of the i Apo- 


logiſts tells us, that they read the Writings, both of 
5 Prophets and the Apoſtles. If we ask what 
Pſalms were ſung, we find ſometimes thoſe of 

avid mention'd; and at other times P/alms 
compoſed for the Honour of CHRIS Jesvs; of 
which Euſabius ſpeaks in ſeveral Places of his Hi/- 
tory. If we enquire what Prayers they preſented, 
we are told, that the Lord's Prayer was commonly 
uſed by them, but not a/waysz and that other 


raycrs-were offered up unto Gon, according to 


the Variety of Circumſtances and Conditions : 
Tertullian argues for this very largely. If we ask 
what, kind of Sermons| were preach'd; we may 


judge from thoſe that are extant, that they were 
generally no more than Expoſitions of the Scrip- 


tures that had been read; tho' at ſome times we 
meet. alſo with Exhortations to ſome particular 
Grace or Virtue, and Dehortations from particu- 

lar Viccs. e E 
And then alſo the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments were Parts of the publick 1 Bap- 
115 being very frequently, and the Lord's Supper 
ſtatedly celebrated in their weekly Aſſemblies. 
This is plainly intimated in the A#s of the Apo- 
/tles, and more expreſly declar'd by other Writ- 
ers; * Juſtin Martyr ſays, that after they had read, 
| preach'd, 


— 


* 


1, mayked ont ſo era! Paſſares in my late Conrſe of Reading, which 1 


ſhould have u if the ſecond Part of the Enquiry into the Conſiitu- 
uon und Worlhip of the Primitive Church had nes renger'd it no þ 
| wk 


Public Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip. 11 


preach'd, and prayed, then they proceeded to the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Euchariſt, And theſe were the 
Aſſemblies, from which our Text forbids Men to 
withdraw themſelves. To enforce which Prohi- 
II. Let us conſider what Obligations Chriſtians 
were under to keep up ſuch Aſſembligs; and we 
| ſhall find thoſe Obligations were too great to be 
K . if we carefully attend to ſuch things as 
(1.) They were obliged by the moral Law to 
conſecrate a ſeventh part of their time to the 
Worſhip and Service of God. By Moral is meant 
that which is reaſonable and fit to be done, altho? 
there was no expreſs Command to enforce it; and 
which is therefore a never ceaſing Law; equity 
binding to all Perſons, throughout all Ages. In 
this Senſe the Morality of the Fourth Command- 
ment is evident. For as Reaſon tells us, if Gop 
is to be worſhiped, there muſt be a ſet time for 
itz fo alſo upon the very firſt mention of Goy's * 
allowing / 2 our own Work and Labour, 
it appears the molt reaſonable thing in the World, 
that the Seventh ſhould be devoted to his more 
immediate Service. And tho' perhaps this had 
not been ſo — found our, or ſo univerſally a- 
greed upon, without Revelution; yet no ſooner 
is it ſug elted to us, but it appears exceedingly 
fit and becoming; inſomuch that the Reaſon of 
Mankind cannot but give into it in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to make it a Law unto themſelves. Thus 
much is evident from the very Arguings of 


— — 


. which being lately — I preſame wil! be more generally looted into ; in 


' which the conſiderable Paſſages of antient Worſhip, that relate to any of 
the 0 I — . are ep, and lald tngether, , p | 
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12 Seaſonable Advice not to forſake the 
thoſe that oppoſe the Morality of che Sabbath 


ſincr they do acknowledge it is fit to be made a 


Law by all civil Powers, whilſt they ſay it has 
not the Force of a ſtanding Law of Gon. What 
is allowed to be univetſally ſuitable to the Reaſon 
of Mankind, and fon their Good, is a Law of 
Gon, whether it had been written or not. 
The Reaſon, it is true, which Moſes alledges for 


the Fews oblerving a Sabbath, is not now the on- 


ly cor chief Reaſon of the Chriſtians obſerving 
one. The Commemoration of the Work of our 


Nedemption, has taken place of that of our Crea- 
tion: And the Deliverance which the Fews ob- 


tain'd from their Slavery in Egypt, with that Reſt 
m neee in the Land of Ca- 
naan, were * 0 

and therefore it is fit that zheir Day 


* 


ſnould give way to ours: Namely, to that keep- 


ing of 4 Sabbath, which the [Apoſtle tells the 
Hebrews remain'd unto the People of God. But al- 
tho' in the firſt Writing of the fourth Command, 
the Circumſtance of time was affixed ſo as to be- 
come alterable; yet the Subſtance of the Com- 


mand remains unalterable, and will continue in 


full Force to the end of the World. | 

Cunts the Son of Man, is faid to be Lord o 
the Sabbath z' as having not only a Power to diſ- 
penſe with the ceremonial Obſervance of it, ac- 
_ cording to ſome Cuſtoms of the Jes, but alſo 


ro alter the time of it, provided there be Kill re- 


ſerved one Day in ſeven to be ſpent in publick 


and private Exerciſes | of Devotion, and in the 


Service of Gon. So that as the J7eus were oblig 
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ed to aſſemble themſelves t on their Sab. 
bath, to join in the Obſervance of the Moſait 
Inſtitutions 3 Chriſtians were alſo 
ſemble themſelves in the like publick on 
the Day Cuxisr had choſen for them to join in 
the Obſervance of his Ordinahees and 'Inſtituti> 
ons. From hence I would n g 
on to add. © 5 Qtr Ido Tue” 

(2.) This was further made 1 Duty by vur FR 
viour's owning ſuch 4 es with his ' ag Pres 
ſenie and Bleſſing. That very firſt Day of the 
Week in which Cunisr rok from the Dead, he 
join'd himſelf to the -o Diſciplæs that were walk 
ing to Emmans, exprunding do them the: Siviptares, 
— at laſt making himſelf knoten in the 
Bread. This was, I ſay, 
Day; for ſo theſe 01 in their 8 of 
the condemning ay ay Curisrt, For 
mediately add, 75 7 Day is the Daz, fence theſe 
| things were done. e Qantt WW 2 N or on 
Afterward he appear'd likewiſe, on this firſt 
Day of the Week, to his 2#pofttes, vhen they were 

d to gether; and bleſfeth chem with that ſo 
2 tely bequeathed Blefling, Peace be unte yo. He 
now corrects their Errors, removes their Pears, 
ſhews them his Hands and his Feet, and makes 
Himſelf known to them in ſuch: ® tnaimer, _— 
them with Joy and Wonder. 
And in eight Days after this, when the Day of 
the Week on which he- roſe return'd again, 
came, and food in the midſt of the Diſeep 
fore, and repeated his former Ble worth now 
alſo in a particular manner indulges the Weakneſs 
of Thomas, who till this time Soaitdd-arr Utes 
liever, allowing him-to put bis Finger into -th+ 
Print 1 Notts and 10 brut vit nd into bis 
Hide; withal, TY him for his of 
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14 -Seaſonable Advice not to forſake the 


Faith, and pronouncing thoſe bJz/ed, that ſhould 


prove more ready Believers. 


From hence the Apoſtles might judge they bad 


| ſufficient Encouragement ; tho beſides this, I be- 


lieve they had ſpecial Commandment and Direc- 


tion, for the future, to aſſemble on this Day. 
And when they afterwards acted and ſpoke under 
the extraordinary Inſpiration of the holy Spirit, 
it became a ſettled Point with them, to meet to- 
gether for the Performance of all Parts of the 


Chriſtian Worſhip, on the Day of 


Ads xx. 7. CunisT's Reſurrection. Upon the 
| Firſt Day of the Week, when the 


Diſciples came together to break Bread, Paul preach- 


ed unto them. And hence in the. 1 Revel. 10. this 
is call'd the Lorp's-Day: A Name, that I won- 
der Chriſtians don't much rather chooſe to make 
uſe of, than either the heatheniſh Name of Sun- 
day, or the Jewiſh of Sabbath; eſpecially ſince 
our own Laws and Acts of Parliament have alſo 
given it that Name. Ze. areal 

| (3-) The keeping up of ſtated Aſſemblies for 
Religious Worthip was neceſſary to maintain the 
Chriſtian Faith, and to promote Chriſtian Piety and 
Love. If there had been no ſuch publick Aſſem- 
blies, there had been no proper Way of convey- 
ing the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith from one 


Generation to another; or however, no ſufficient 


Security that they were ages and entire. 
The Scriptures would have been little regarded, 
and no doubt greatly corrupted, if they had lain 
only in private Hands. But when theſe ſacred 


Records were committed to Societies and Bodies 


of Men in the ſeveral Quarters of the World; 
when they were weekly read, and explain'd ; and 
when by publick and ſolemn Actions the moſt 


important 


Publick Aſſemblies for Religiaus Murſbip. 15 
important and conſiderable things were viſibly re- 
2 here was e 
and propagate this Faith in the World. mot 6 
| Again, if there had been no Aſſemblies for 
Chriſtians to meet togetherq as we have: deſorib- 
ed, they had wanted many uſeful Inſtructions in 
Matters of practical Religion; they had wanted 
alſo thoſe warm Exhortations and f Re- 
membrancers, that were needſul to excite and 
- quicken them in the way of their Duty, and to 
encourage their Perſeverance. | ) N 
It is alſo exceedingly N that Love and 
Charity muſt die away, if it was not reinforced 
by ſuch Aſſociations as theſe. The publick Or- 
dinances and Inſtitutions of the Goſpel are ſuch 
as conſtrain Men to Love one another. 'Gop and 
Quxnisr's forgiving and manifeſting ſuch ama ing 
Grace and Love to poor Sinners; and the Spirit 
of Love breathing upon and yung theſe Aſlem- 
blies, muſt certainly overcome all their little Diſ- 
taſtes and Differences among themſelves. The u- 
niting Principles, Motives, and Proſpects, which 
the Goſpel lays before Men, could not be attend- 
ed to in their worſhiping; together as they ought 
to be, without a great deal of Love and Charity. 
But upon Mens forſaking the publick Aſſemblies, 
they ſoon grow eſtranged; and ſoon after that 
prejudiced againſt one another: More ready to 
offend, but more hard to forgive; and ſo they 
become continual Exerciſes : 
other. | 5 e nnen BUOD ON dis 
All theſe things the Apoſtle _—_ leads us to 
argue from in the Context. In the q Verſe, 
preceding that I am upon, he requires the believ- 
ing Hebrews to hold faſt the Proſeſſion of tbeir 
Faith, and then to provoke one unt ber 10 Love 
and to good Worts; upon which he immediately 
47-1 2 | ſubjoins, 
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16 FSeaſdnable Advice not to forſake the. 


ſubjoins, not for ſating the aſſembling of our ſelves 
— which 1 implics, that in this way 
they mi hr promife t lves Eſtabliſhment in 
the Faith, and Improvement in Love and 
Works; but if they deſerted theſe lies, 
that it would be quite otherwiſe. 

Thus in fact it has always been. Thobe who 
have moſt conſcientiouſly adher d to the publick 


Worſhip and Ordinances of the Goſpel, have been 


moſt eminent for their Faith, Piety and Love; 


whilſt thoſe, who have turn'd away from the ſo- 
lemn Aſſemblies, have fallen into all manner of 
En Ho An N 
The obſerving or 
mandmerlt has a mi 
reſt; and on this account may very well have a 
RememBeR ſet before it; which no other Com- 


mandment has to introduce itt But now to pre- 


vent our breaking thro' all theſe _—_ ations, as 
ſome ſpoken of in our a 21 
Waring, * 11 


1 5 ine 


III. Enquire os Wr laute Men night this 


be led to forſake the publick Aſſemblies. And as 
far as the ſame Evils may at any time en 
our ſtanding, they 7 be carefully ayoi 
and watch'd 
1. There ſeems to have been, among — of 
theſe firſt Chriſtians, 4 provailing Sloth" and Secu- 
rity, thro' 4 Diſregard to the Promiſes and Threat- 
rings of the Goſpel. The Day of CurisrT's com- 
ing to deſtroy thoſe that diſobeyed and delpis'd 


him, and to reward thoſe that faithfully worthip- 
ed and ſerved him, was not h on, 
or believed, to give Weight and Efficacy to his 


Ordinances and Inſtitutions. Thus much is plain- 
ly intimated by — s calling upon them = 


ing the fourth Com- 
ghty Influence as to all the 


* 


Publick Aſemblies for Religious Worſhip. ty 
ſir up themſelves, and conſider the Signs and E. 
widences they had of ſuch a Day approaching. The 
View of which could not but provoke them to 
ſhake. off a lazy Indifference, and baſe Sluggiſn- 
neſs. of Temper, and excite an Emulation of ex- 
ceeding one another, in Love and good Works. 
A Deſcription of that Servant, who ſays in his 
unbelieving Heart, the Lord delays his Coming, 
you. may read in the xxiv. Math. latter End. He 
is one* that. falls into all manner of Diſorders, both 
in the Conduct of himſelf, and the Uſage of his 
Fellow-Seryants. , - | © + | 


5 "RATS. | 
| 3 B47 


When Men loſe a ſerious Apprehenſion at ohas * 
Certainty, Awfulneſs and Nearneſs of a future 


J udgment, it is not to be expected, that either 
their Hopes or their Fears of any thing elſe, ſhould + 


be powerful enough to keep up a juit and laſting i 


Attention to the Exerciſes of Religion. 
...) Some might prove Deſerters thro' /piritual-: 
Pride, thinking themſelves ſo much better than : 


others, that they were above the common and 


ordinary Ways of Worſhip. Calvin charges the 

Separation from the Aſſemblies here ſpoken of, to 

ſuch a Conccit as this , without ſo much as men- 
tioning any other Occaſion of it. From hence 
arguing, that we have no Reaſon to be diſturbed 
or perplexed about it, if Men ſhould act thus in 
our Days, when even the Apoſtolical Age was 
not free from ſuch unruly Perſons F. — 
know there are, who pretend to take ſhelter un- 
. | | vet . n 
1 3 1 5 0 L a | N PS "IT: 
r pps eee gue ds hui 
I _— jam x ſeculo Apoſtolorum foifle perfidos: Homines Yo 
qui ab Eccleſia diſcederent : minus percelli nos ac turbari convenit ſimill- 
bus Defeftionum exemplis que hodie cernere licet; Ibo. NN 
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18 - Seaſonable Advice not to forſake the 
der this venerable Name, in all their Pretences to 


a greater Spirituality than others; and for their 


fakes I therefore thought it moſt proper to inſiſt 
on his Judgment and Cenſure. 1 85 


Me find this Sin of ſpiritual Pride vp rm | 


anger- 
ous and deſtructive Evil. St. Paul 

1 Cor. viii. 2. tells his Corinthians, that if any Man 
Wn think he knoweth any thing, i. e. ſo 
as to be mon and conceited of it, he knoweth no- 
thing as he ought to know. And the Apoſtle James 
requires that Men ſhould be ſift 
Jam, 5. 19, &. 70 hear, flow 10 ſpeak z that they 
|  . ſhould receive the Word with Meek- 
| | neſs, and that they ſhould always act 
Jam, iv. 6. as thoſe that conſider; God reſiſteth 
rhe Proud, but giveth Grace to the 


5 caution d againſt in Scripture, as a moſt 


Humble. We have two Inſtances of this mi hty 


Pretence to 1 which it 
1 Tim. ij. 3. is foretold would lead ſome Men 
frtom the Faith. And there is no- 
| thing which more plainly tends to the breaking 
in upon all the Order and Comfort of our religi- 
ous Aſſemblies, or the breaking off from them, 
than this Temper of Mind. But there is another 
kind of Pride, which ſome Men are more in dan- 
ger of being led by, than this; to which, very 
tkely, the Delinquency of ſuch as are pointed 
ar in = Text, may in a great meaſure be charg- 
| | For, | 8 8 : - 
3. Worldly Pride, as well as Spiritual, might 
lead Men to forſake the Chriſtian Aſemblies. This, 
Eſtius thinks moſt fit to be inſiſted on: That 
ſome Perſons of moroſe and diſdainful Tempers, 
who were alittle better provided for in the World 
than others, thought it a Diſgrace to them to «4 
pear with a Company of mean and poor People, 
3 — . * | a 


rss essere wen 


* 


„ e 65 io 


Public Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip. 19 
as the Chriſtians 11 were *, And he 
refers us to James ii. V. 2, 3. as an undoubted 
Proof of the Prevalency of tf s Evil 1 che 
firſt Chriſtians. | 
JI 0o great a Diſtinction was made betwixt the | 
Rich and Poor; and thoſe who thought them - 
ſelves not enough diſtinguiſh'd, withdrew from 
them. Some might begin to think there was not 
out ward Pomp and Grandeur enough in the plain 
Inſtitutions and Worſhip of the Goſpel, and fo - 
deſert Chriſtianity itſelf. Others mike poſſibly 
think it their Duty to maintain their Profeſſion, 
but yet 8 of ap inge with the common 
—— brilliatz in fo And indeed fo ma- 
ny are the 3 or pretended Indecen- 
cies, that a worldly. Pride will find out; ſo man 
Contentions about Preheminence, and ſo muc 
cenſuring and deſpiſing othem - and vithal - 
much 1 every thing that is 
diſagreeable; it is not to be expected — 
ſhould keep to; or be pleaſed with 
blies long ; and leaſt of all with dete that ar | 
made up of the Poor, and deſpis dd. 
4. Ir is probable. that ſome -forſook the Aſem- 
| blies, thro* Fear of Trouble and Perſetttian And 
| as this whole Epiſtle was written to eftabliſh\the = 
„eving Aebrows in the Profeſſion: of. Chriſti 5. 
and to arm them againſt all Trials and Suffering 
| | they. might be call d to go chro'; So the Paſſage 
I am now conſidering, may particularly refer to 
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 Seaſonable Advice not to forſake the * 
plank Worſhipz they ſhould have been 
ed to frequent them the more, for the mutual 
' couragement and Eſtabliſhmenriv of each 1 4 


Chryſoftom connecting the Words of our Text 
with thoſe; in the 224 Verſe, ¶ Le us draw near 


with a true Heart,] cries out * Wo to the fearful 


Heart, and to the Hands that 7 
miſs. Thoſe who on this Account 
ſembling of themſelves together, 

that they are ſuch: as have: . Root 
- Matth, xiii. 21. in the —— therefore when Tri- 
» - bulation.or Perſecution ariſeth, le- 
cauſe of the Mord, they are oſfended. Thus our 
Saviour himſelf foretold it would be, and b in 
e it has been. „n, 
Let us take care that none of theſe things move 
#5 3 but the more we ſee and hear of their pre- 


ble. and re- 


* the aſ⸗ 


vailing upon others, the more let us watch and 


pray againſt them; and if by this means we hold 
ſt our Integrity till we die, happy are we. But 
I ſhall reſerve the farther urging of this for the 
Cloſe of this mene to w. een, 
haſten, STEEL 1 tr ids % 21099 
"QF; Yi. Ci. 


IV. By wophing whit has been laid * own 


Conduct and Behaviour. eee 


I. We ſhould be. engaged BY to abſent ourſelves 
from the publick Aſſemblies on any of the ſtated 
and ſet times, in which they are gather'd toge- 
ther. To come only now and then, as ſome ex- 
traordinary Occaſion invites, or obliges Men; or 
to join in the publick Worſhip one part of the 
Day, Wen the _ is nnen is n 
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 Publick Aſſemblies for Religious Worſbip. 21 
of a very criminal, tho' not a total forſaking of 
the aſſembling ourſelves to Some thro' 
Idleneſs in the Morning loſe the firſt part of the 
Lonp's- Dx; others by Entertainments or Com- 
pany in the Aſternoons, loſe the latter part of it. 

And many thro”. Profaneneſs, and an utter Con- 
fs, C the . loſe the _ 
of it, ſpending the in journeyi or viſiti 
in Buſineſs or Divergon.- "Some People think 
a ſufficient Reaſon to vindicate the frequent = 
ung themſelves from the Church, 


are not well enough to go thither; tho * TS 


go much'farther, and thro more Inconveniencies, 
to follow their or their Pleaſures in the 
World. Sometimes the Badneſs of the Weather 
is a Pretence for ſtaying at home ; which at one 
Seaſon of the Vear is too hot, at another too 
cold, and 1 ſtormy; and a Mul 
titude of little _ Encaſen People frame to 
themſelves, which, as they ate hearken'd' to; gio¼ = 
more and more powerful, till the Heart is quite 
eſtranged to the publick Worthip, and to all So- 
cieties of Chriſtians, and ſo at laſt 3 dend 95 
abandoned and forſaken. .. Some chooſe ＋ 
their time. in the Fields, in converſing with Bm 
and inanimate Creatures there, inſtead of converts 
ing with Gon, and with the Worſhipers of — 
Others chooſe to your their time ke Co 
nions worſe than Brutes, in the a Conver 
ons, and the vileſt of Actions. 
But I ſpeak not this to — Foy it is nll 
defi 1050 to warn you of ſuch Evils as theſe; that 
do not, ſo they may not prevail u you. 
bation to keep up Chriſtian Aſſembli 
11 them, are as great as ever; 
I hope you are ſenſible, that you ſtand: as much in 
_— of theſe Helps and Advantages gs others | 
B 3 have 


j 


22 Seaſmable Advice not to forſuls the | 
-baye done. Vea many of you, by a: voluntary 


Subſcription, have engaged your ſelves to be very 
_ - diligent 5 the 2 Worſhip, and very 


careful in obſerving the Lord's-day; fo that a Con- 
ſtancy and Care, hich ſhall render you exempla- 
ry, may juſtly be expected from you, in this - 4 
ticular. : Let not 1 En which 3 
Age diſcovers to iet eligion, 
15 Diſc le Kr rather ns 
citement to Rm Stedfaſtneſs and Zeal in your 
| n e Houſe of Gop. 

nd ſince there are ſome other Occaſions of 


meeting together for religious Worthip, beſides i 


thoſe which are fix'd and in'd by the Com- 
mand of Gop ſuch, I mean, as the Practice of 
good People, and the Cuſtom of all the Churches 
of Gop, as well as the Reaſon of the Thin 
themſelves, have made requiſite to be obſery 


I would take this O Opporruiry to beſpeak your 
ſerious Regard to theſe; namely, * of dalle 


Faſting and I Humiliation, T hankſpiving 
allo * Commemoration e Mer- 
Cites and Deliverances, together with our Prepara- 
tion Days for ſacramental Solemnities. wiſh that 
none would forſake or make light of - theſe" 
big of j Joining with the publick Aſem- 


2. From what has been ſaid, we ſhould be en- 


d not 10 abſent ourſelves from any part of the 
Saen Worſhip. 2 45 ſhould not neglec̃t 
any appointed Time of appearing before Gon, ſo 
we ſnauld not neglect any appointed Duty in his 
| ith Vou have heh that the - Aſſemblies, 

oftle here requires Men not to forſake, were 

og Aſſemblies, and fuch, ſoul, 9 
may venture to {ay, according to the faregoi 
- Account, ours are. | «of F. 28 l 


pi i 
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4 We firſt addreſs Almighty Gop for his Gag _ | 
ec and A "RE EN Won, wal | 114 9 
ce after that oy Na Preaching, Singing, 


Adminiſtration of the Sacra - 
& ments. tl which muſt be attended i if 
we would have our Worſhip compleat. We ſhould 
always endeavour to be preſent at the firſt begin- 
and to bear 5 part to the. Conclufive © the 
pub ick Solemnities. 
When the firſt Petitions are offer'd up to Gon 
for his Grace and Aſſiſtance, at our Extrance up- 
on Divine Service, we ſhould be there ready to 
Join in with them. This has been thought 4 ne · 
ary a part of Worſhip, that you ſee many Per- 
rag eſpecially thoſe 2 5 have been in in 
the Way of the Church of England, let them 
come never ſo late into a e Aſſembly, firſt 
put up N and mental Prayer to Gon, to be 
with them, before they join with the ap x4 
5 And the 2 they act upgi 
a to imagine, \ upon £ 
Knees, or covering their Faces for a little time, i 
| whillt they offer up a ſhort Prayer to Gon, in 
11855 middle of the publick Worthip, will ſerve 
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part" of the publick Worſhip, however negleftad 


by ſome Congregations amongſt us. 


As xii ay. Ihe Ea and the Prophets were read ; 
es every. SabbatÞ-day.. Ard 


in the Jewiſh % Sy 
our Saviour himſelf fifft ſtood up to fad, ag the 

1 manner of the Jews was, and then 
Lake! LOR er, afterwardꝭ to preach to 


them. This e the Cuſtorh FI firſt 
Chriftians, and has general to this 
Day. The Church liſhed l eir two 


Leſſons, have a Number of Pſalms, and their Por- 


tions of / Scriptureʒ Which are calbd tfie Epiſtlis 
and Goſpels, that due read in their Aſſembſies e he 
Loxy'>Day: And Lam ſufe we have mo reafe 

tio diſſent from them in the Uſe of the Bible, tho? 
We may refuſe the Uſe of another Bok, which is 
fer upon a Level with this. It is true you may 


read your Bibles at home; Thanks be to Gop we 


ſo, and} with all Men did fo: But may 

you not alſo read many excellent Sermons that 
ave been publiſſid for this end? And at this rate 
of lking, may not every part of publick Wor- 
ſhip be neglected Becauſe the Word of Gon is 
written — Inſtruction, muſt it not there- 


fore be rea and preach'd- for publick Inſtruction 

2 1 Hare you the ſame ©. argu of the 
Spirit to depend upon in private that you 

have in zublieck Duties? Or do we find the 5 | 


fees equally powerful, and conſiderable? Or 

we not het fay, that Gop loves the Gates of Zao 
more than all tht Dwellings of Jacob? It is a Pro- 
mile made to the Chriſtian Aﬀemiblics, that where+ 


ever they" are gathered together in à Redeemier's 
Name, he will 


be, in a more peculiar manner, 10 

the midſt of then, and will-bleſs bm... 

Again, when the. Aſſembly engages in 
and more „ Gon, A than at 


e 


- | 
,,,, wo tees © hn ben fin et & fant of * 
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Publit auſemb lier. fr Nun Wirhip. 27 
we ſhould: take care not only to worſhip with our 
Bodies, er 146 our Hearts do not forſake 
the Place and Work, in which we ſeem to be 

preſent: And certainly whageyer may ſerve to en- 


gage our Reverence and Attention, is here to be | 
eaded for. The very Poftures of our Bodies, s 


Kneeling or Standing, ſhould not be neglected by 
us; nor fhotild we forſake a Cuftom, 'which al 
pious and ferivus Perſons, by their own PraQtice, 
ave recommended to us. It is a ſhame to ſee 
Perſons fitting in our Religious Aſſemblies at the 
time of Prayer, excepting very great Weakneſs 
and Infirmity requires it: And in is yer” a greater 


Indecency to ſee Men bowing. to one another, and | 
paſſing unſeaſonable Compliments at a time when | 
every Eye ſhould be lift up to Gon, and cr 1 
Thought fix d upon him. The Primitive Chri- 4 


ians are repreſented as looking up with greateſt 
W tha Heaven all the time oF their 
Prayers, or elſe as cloſing their Eyes, that they might. 
not be diverted by any external Objects 
But whatever Care we have, not to forſake any 
pious and commendable Cuftoms,”as"to' our o 
ward Behaviour, it is certain we ought eſpecially 
to watch our Hearts and Spirits, chat they do not 
withdraw from any Brunch of Praper. An in- 
ward Awe of the Divine Majeſty ſhoukt arcom- 
pany our Invocatipns';' great Humiſic and Con- 
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Further: In our hearing Sermons, we ould take 
care that our Minds be not abſent thro' Sloth or 
Diſtraftions. For my own part, I 1 rather at 
any time ſee à Perſon go out of ade te than 
15 150 to ſleep, in in: Let him 


* 67.9 See 4 55 1850 e, than fit! je there 32 
ught, and fo ut him 
aud u. th de hol de e e 


their Covetouſdeſi and worldly . ert 8 or after 
Pleaſures and T Ta What is eber but pete | 
the Aﬀemblicy Al 17 would be thonight At» 
tending th 10us Care 
and Conn to an ſure there 
ought to be 2 prepare dus ble Attention to 
then, But T hay en 1 2 this Aſ- 


ſembl 7 with the gg of. this: It is with Pleaſure 


that I have heard Strangers take Notice of the 
ſerious Attention, and the decent, Appearance of 
our ſtated Audience. And I with the ſame might 
always be obſerv d of thoſe Abo come occaſion- 
ally among +208 18 ke (hin Aae 85 
But to pro t ing 0 ms is a 
of Worlkip, 5 7 Gs N | 
ſhould lift 
and not con» 


tent themſglves to fit ſilent, and as Hearem only 
in this Exerciſe. It was not int meerly to 
engage Maſters of Muſick, but for every 
ſtian to make Melody in his Heard to the Lond. 
And as in this Place of Worſhip it is thought moſt 
proper (undoubtedly it is moſt antient) to ſing 

without, reading the Palm audibly, Line by Line ; 
ſo none who. are a with 'our gas 
ſhould ſatisfy themſelves Anedly to attend. w 
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out providing Boaks,' h they may be ble 
to join in Bus Serv 
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- 'There is one thing more, which it may be = 
per diſtin&ly to mention to you, and that is, 
70 223 the Aſſembly till the Benediſtion hs 
Rs which our ſtated Worſhip is 
up. 80 are, who neither come at firſt 
to beg God's feds oxi , nor ſtay at laſt 
to receive itz but rudely make their Advances in 
the middle of Divine Service, and as rudely ruſh 


| =_ was only a Form of Words for diſmiſſing 


bly, and not a of their Worſhip. 


de es trus Spirit of Devotion would teach 


make} their Approaches to Gon, 
| EY an; eyes to wait till they had receiv'd the 
wag. box him. That Ap pn 

ich is commonly 

Gha 2 our Lord Jeſus 7 Cchrif, 
the Fat 
the Holy ory be with you] if ſeriouſly confi 
and „is certainly what every Perſon 
would defire to carry away with him. 

Finally, As to the Adminiſtration of, the My Cove: 
ments, I wiſh that Ba 17 pid more frequently 
made a part of — 7 or/bjp, than ar preſent 


it is: However, ſometimes we have it adiiniſtred 


hip, ight 
from the e 
mg uy 125 r'd Approach 
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bee Jr but Lam ve ſuaded, 
that this Ordinance bs been ſet A great A 


Diſtance from the other Inſtirutiom of the Goſs 


pl; And by this Means ſome . 
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away before the end of it; as if pronouncing the 
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to neglect it, till they have grown into a Con- 
tempt of it, or a Humour of difputing againſt it; 
and others, till they have been quite overpower'd 
with Fears and Terrors about it. The Apoſtle 
ſays, Let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat, 
&c. And if this be ſeriouſly done according to 
the Word of Gon, and thoſe excellent Helps, 
which none that are inclined to uſe them need to 
want, there can be no juſt Reaſon for Perſons ab- 
ſenting themſelves from the Aſſemblies of Com- 
municants, any more than from that of common 
Worſhipers. And I muſt add, the forſaking of 
theſe is in a great meaſure forſaking the Cbriſtian 
Aſſemblies, as peculiarly: call'd ſuch: And that 
we cannot be ſaid compleatly to join with them, 
till we . — . e which _— 
done as oft as we have Opportunity, upon a Re- 
turn of the ſtated times FA its Cel ation. . 
;  Thefe Things I beg you would keep in mind, 
as a ſhort Directory, to the behaving your ſelves 
right in the aſſembling your ſelves together. 
3. Let what has been faid engage you to watch 
againſt every thing, that might occaſion your forſak- 
ing the publick Worſhip. Beware of an Acediouſ- 
nels, and /othful- Stupidity. of Temper : Let the 
realizing Views of future and - inviſible things, 
keep you always wakeſul and attentive. Beware 
of every Degree of ſpiritual Pride; that is, of 
thinking that. you either excel in Grace or Senſe, 
| fo as to deſpiſe others, or to think yourſelves qua- 
lifed to alter and over · rule the publick Worſhip. 
Beware alſo. of worldly Pride, that would at any 
time raiſe Contentions' and Uneaſineſſes about 
your outward Accommodations, or civil Reſpect 
in the Place of Worſhip. And withal beware of 
4 timorous and cowardly Spirit, that would make 
you ſhrink from your Duty, and either aſhamy'd 
2 ar: 
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or afraid of that Worſhip,.in which you acknow- 
ledge, you a had » eat deal of the Preſence 
of Con. of Man, and of ſome , 


e or Toe en in,the World, pre. 


ve your Fear of Gn. 
let me allo caution yqu 150 chat Com- 
nverſation, that, would d iſcourage you 
r Rated W. orſhip. Some there are who 
| ſuch a Proficiency in, Atheiſm and Pro- 
ing on- 
2 know 
bomination to cen qe need, nothing 
3 — > render them ſuch, than their own man- 
ner of Converſation and Behaviour. Others there 
are who. have lcarn'd to condemn all Aſſemblies 
but their un; and 2 way of Worſhip, but 
chat of a Particular P arty. There are Perſons of 


this make, of all 3 — among us, whoſe 


ive you ſome Trouble 
but, A Reaſonings are never 


any. Light or Ion. heſe 


boy e 
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ted, on 5-5 
the h both E t 8 32 
other, are ho nemies to ura 
oft profirable. way of Worſhip. And I fe no 
Dy $ that can be ſet to either, when, they are 
arri ſuch a Degree, as the Superſtitious 2 
both 6 les,. in their nan neee 
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Decengy, and vie to hon arc aſſaukted þy 
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hers, i WhQ throwing.of, every Thing of 
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zo Sedſonable Advice not to fot ſakt tl 
am ſure (whatever Men may pretend) there is no 


Religion in running to Extreams either way. 
Thoſe arc the happy Perſons, thoſe the happy So- 
cieties that avoid both theſe; and among 1 
would always deſire to be foun cg 
Theſe Differences, however, are not ſuchas will 
juſtify Men's withdrawing from all our religious 
Aſſemblies, as the manner of ſome is: They ſhould 
hereby the rather be provok'd to enquire ſeriouſ- 
ly which are moſt agreeable to the Word of Gon, 
and in which they may expect the moſt of his 
Preſence, and according to the beſt Information 
and Light they can get, ſhould ſtatedly join with 
one or other of them. | 
Loo forſake All, is certainly to forſake a moſt 
plain and neceſſary Duty, as we have already proy'd. 
And it is to forſake our own greateft Mercy, both 
with reſpect to Time and Eternity. Such is the 
real Pleaſure and Satisfaction of Attendance in 
Gon's Houſe at preſent, that David could ſay, 4 
Day in thy Courts is better than a thouſand. And 
when he is ſpeaking of ail his Wiſhes as ſumm'd 
Ap in one, it is this: One thing have 
Plal. zxvii. 4. J defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek 
A after, that I may dwell in the Houſe 
of tbe Lord all the Days of my Life, to behold the 
Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in bis Temple: 
So that to forſake this, is to forſake the moſt 
valuable and defirable Bleſſing in the whole 
World. ; 0 
Again: It is to forſake your chief Support in 


a Time of wag, and Trouble. There is no- 
thing in the Univerſe a Man can look to with 


- 


Hope or Comfort, in a Time of 8 Cala- 

mities, if he is a Stranger to the Worthip of 

Gop. But if we can ſay with the Pſalmiſt in 

the Place juſt quoted, that to dwell in the Houſe 
| | 5 2 N 
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worſhip God, they fall in with thoſe that dif- 
Honour 2 have, and many times are carried on to the 


Pun Aﬀemblies for it fin. 5 


of Gon, to contemplate his Perſections, and en- 


fre after our own Duty, is the prevailing De- 
of our Souls, we may then . 8 
here, in the Ain me of Trouble be ſhall hide me in 


bi 22 z in the Secret of his 2 abernacle Hall 4 


be hide me. 


Further, to forfike the worſhiping Aſſemblies, 
is to forſake that Co mpany we ſhall hereafter 
with to be gathered with. Let me die the Death 
of the Righteous, and let my latter End be Its bis, 
is the dying Lan of ſome of the worſt of 
Men. But alas! whilſt Men 1 5 5770 
that are necefſary to prepare for ſich a Dea 
and fora blifal 225 conſequent Ves as 
what Folly and Diſtraction is it to promiſe them- 


ſelves this Happineſs. To forſake rhe allembling 
2 per together, is, * ll theſe t to 


ake your own gre 


Vea, end is more LE 3 bo it donn 7, 


3 den Had upon 123 De from Gop; 
ly when cſpiling his Worſhip, his Sab- 
ao ** ſolemn Aſſemblies, becomes a national 
| Sin, we have Abundance of Reaſon to fear na 
tional Calamities. The Writings of the Prophet; 
are full of Threatnings of this kind; and as this 


= 9757 ments. 


K Men forſake the Aſſemblies of them that 


moſt notorious Wickedneſs, and at laſt brou ughr 
to a Priſon and an ignominious Death. 


Baut however it may fare with Men as to their 
8 preſent * We are Ahe chat ſuch 


as 
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emporal "Judgments 


ins of the preſent Age, we 
well tremble for fear of God, 1 be - aid of 
ndeed we comthonl ſee, that 
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after ep vn bave W the Know- 
uth, have à certain fearful looking 


of the 


fo or "of Futur 78 adgnunt, and of, fiery Judignation, 


which ſpall. evour the Adperſaries. Thus { 327 
2 our belt Expoſitors have interpreted the Words 
following our Laut; 7 ee very dread- 
bo the Miſery emnãtion of 
thoſe, who after they) 1 9 8850 the Commu- 
nion of the Body. and Blood of Chrift, turn their 


Backs upon all that is ſacred; and by Infidelity, 
or ill Lives, zrample under Foot tbe 95 of God, 
and the Blood of he Covenant. Thus for Men to 
forſake the ſolemn Aſſemblies, i is to 


ing u on 
themſelves, ſooner or later, the foreſt Fun { f 

and Condemnation. . 
And ſigce he that once peels to e goes 


not know where he ſhall fop, we ſhould from 


theſe Conſiderations be excited to the greateſt 


Watchfulneſs and Care over ourſelyes. 


To cloſe all; let our /acred Time, for the fu- 
ture, be always eſteem d the moſt precious and 
Korn np and the Tabernacles of Gop, the moſt 
amiable, and delightful Places to uns. 

rom theſe we may promiſe our ſelves the 


| 20 Ha ene and Comfort, if our outward 


Peace ind Trang llity ſhould be continued to us: 
And if Calamities ſhould overtake us, yet ſtill it will 


be our Intereſt 70 fly to the Horns of the Altar, 


and to take Refuge in the Sanctuary. And if 
Chriſt himſelf ſhould come, or ſummon us to ap- 
pear before him by Death; Bleſſed is that Servant | 
whom his Lord, when he comes, ſhall find ſo doing 
That is, not forſaking the ſolemn Aſſemblies, as 1 6 
mannor of ſome is, but doubling our Diligence in 
attending upon theſe, the nearer e {eg cha R 


approaching. | LEV 
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